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TAG Gallery is proud to host a retrospective for artist and founding member Betty Sheinbaum. This 
exhibition, running now through December 16th, covers an expansive look at the artists’ exploration 
in several different mediums over the course of more than five decades of her artistic practice. This 
expansive exhibition held in our “group exhibition space” expands 98 works, including previously 
unseen pastel work, paintings, collage, sketches, and abstract experimentation with different found 
objects. Throughout her life Sheinbaum carried a natural and comforting humility that manifested itself 
not only through her artworks, but also through her personal philosophy and ethos. Sheinbaum never 
once created for recognition or praise, but to learn through the process of doing, of being a perpetual 
student.
 
Art Critic Marlena Donohue has said, “Coming to art seriously in the 1950s. long before feminism 
carve for women the freedom to select and juggle roles, Betty Sheinbaum doggedly tucked art into the 
stole space between marriage, mothering, political activism, and astute art collecting. She managed 
to fit making art into a life that included raising four children, working with her husband in his political 
activities and running two successful bi-costal galleries of contemporary craft…Whatever else Betty 
Sheinbaum has accomplished in her busy life, she is indeed an artist. She is an artist by virtue of an 
honest, unpretentious desire to hone rather than rush her skills, by virtue of the inventiveness of her 
productivity and mostly by virtue of her quiet, unrelenting commitment.
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Betty Warner Sheinbaum – An Artist – Words from the Family

We did not know our mother was such a prolific artist even though we spent over 60 years 
watching her holed up in the garage or in her studio sculpting and painting every day.  She 
modestly insisted she “was just a student needing to practice”, so we believed her and left her 
alone to learn.  Since her recent passing, looking thru her studio, we discovered hundreds of 
paintings and sketches, drawings and collages that she had tucked away over the years…
each era of her artistic talent, skill and beauty.  We are moved…blown away.
 
Over 60 years, our mother was a gracious hostess and concerned citizen for political causes 
and art forums in our living room.  While she raised four of us devoted to our well being and 
household and taking one class after another, there was always a tell tale sign of her commit-
ment to her art with paint under her fingernails.  She was mother, wife, activist and a woman 
in a time that did not especially recognize her individual identity as capable of being a profes-
sional artist.  She was our secret example of being true to her personal desire to continue to 
make something with persistence and passion without recognition.
 
For over 60 years, our mother was an astute collector of fine art that she later used to sell 
and help finance significant causes that would help others change the world for the better.  
As an artist, collector and political activist, she felt that jewelers, glass blowers, ceramicists 
and weavers were forms of art that should be purchased and collected equally to fine painters 
and sculptors. With that in mind and heart through a non-profit foundation she established 
bi-coastal galleries to offer a forum for 500 artists to show their work and be cherished by 
collectors.
 
As for her own art, she never stopped painting and “practicing” the discipline of daily efforts 
to know her medium and share her insights on the canvas or whatever paper was at hand:

“It is difficult to explain what I am trying to do in my paintings because in a way it’s a secret 
even from myself. I try to retain a kind of sensation of flux, of having just looked at something 
and found it beautiful, without having analyzed why it is so.  How to capture the poetry of the 
moment and yet make it stick.  To give it gravity and weight without losing the spontaneity 
and informality.  You can’t do it by the diligent rendering of the world of objects and yet you 
don’t want it to look “once over lightly”. You can never really get what’s out there so you have 
to create an equivalent world in the painting not just by a literal transcription of details. You 
start accumulating marks on the canvas which in turn ignite their own sparks and sometimes 
you have to give up your original impetus and go where the painting goes.” (Betty Warner 
Sheinbaum)
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“I love the process of being creative, of problem solving, of trying to get in touch with my 
experiences, my emotions.  To try to communicate my love of nature, animals and humans, 
and my hatred of what humans are doing to their environment and to each other.
 
“Each picture is a fragment.  My life is filled with fragments, crowded with memories and 
new experiences. My art is as elusive as time.  I search constantly for a better way to ex-
press myself with the tools available to me.  It’s a challenge to try to capture a tiny moment 
of an insight—it is an adventure.”  (Betty Warner Sheinbaum)
 
For 97 years, our mother was on an extraordinary adventure. She filled her home and her 
life with family, friends, helpers, other artists, causes and concerns. While experiencing the 
world as a fully realized human being, a caring citizen, an accomplished fine artist, and a 
loving devoted wife and mother, she was able to be an example of a woman who COULD 
DO IT ALL. And, do it WELL.  
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